Running headline: Niche partitioning in two sympatric Peucetia spiders.
INTRODUCTION

144
To verify whether the phenology of T. adenantha affects the occurrence, 145 population dynamics, or age structure of P. rubrolineata and P. flava, each month, we 146 recorded the number of vegetative branches and the developmental stage of the flower 147 heads of 20 randomly selected plants. 148 For the phenological description of the flower heads, we classified them in situ 149 into five phenophases as described by Almeida (1997) branch with similar probability. We also adopted the same protocol for P. flava. Chi-squared Test to examine the significance of observed differences in the frequency 186 of occupation. To do this, we related the total available parts of the inspected plants to 187 the parts that were actually occupied by each instar of both Peucetia species. (Fig. 1). 12 
261
Phenology of Trichogoniopsis adenantha
262
In general, T. adenantha has both vegetative and reproductive branches 263 throughout the year; however, the proportions vary with the season (Fig. 2) . In winter the year, however, the proportion of each phenophase varied from year to year (Fig. 2) . rubrolineata: X 2 = 4.22, P = 0.215; P. flava: X 2 = 1.22, P = 1) (Fig 3) . 
Micro-sites on the branches of Trichogoniopsis adenantha plants
305
The distribution of different instars of P. rubrolineata and P. flava on different 306 parts of the plant was not homogeneous (Table 1, compared, the pattern of occupation on the plant is similar. (Fig. 5 , Table 2 ). The frequencies of the two species of Peucetia were different in the two types of 341 vegetation cover (X 2 = 75.444, P = 0.00009; in 10000 simulations) (Fig. 6) . P.
335
342
rubrolineata was recorded at a higher frequency in T. adenantha plants located in more 343 close canopy environments (X 2 = 41.622, P = 0.00009) (Fig. 6B) =13.085; P = 0.0102) (Fig. 6A ). In the other vegetation cover types, the frequencies of
346
both Peucetia species were similar (Fig. 6C) . The values of niche overlap varied from 0.024 to 0.059, with a mean of 0.034,
358
indicating low overlap between the same instar of the two species of Peucetia (Table 3) . . In the studied system, the two Peucetia species inhabiting
